
A Special Thank you to : 
 

 
Thrivent Financial for Lu-
theran’s for the prizes and 
decorations for the Baby 
Shower and to all of you 

who came, played and sup-
port this wonderful event. 

Since our last writing lots of things 
have been happening so here is the 
synopsis to get you up to speed: 

 Summer is here and the Pool is 
OPEN… a fun time for all 

 Fit Club is happening three time a 
week with healthy snacks for all 

 New lunch menus have arrived and 
the children are thriving and lov-

ing it. 
 We have a new Recreation Direc-

tor and there are new activities 
in the works… more on that on 
page 2 

appropriate entertainment for each 
child/children in the cottage. 
 
LaCasa is also providing funds for a 
‘Healthy Snack Bar’ for the children 
and their families during visitation. 
Helping the children recognize and 
choose healthy snacks. 
 
Recently LaCasa has provided funds  
and equipment to support Cooking 
Classes, Sewing Classes and Fit Club 
snacks three times a week. 
 
And LaCasa has provided the renova-
tion of the outside area of the Ado-
lescent Boys in Intermediate Boys 
Cottages to include  patio tables, 
chairs, refurbish BBQs, shade and 

storage… it’s beautiful! 
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3rd Quarter Calendar 
of Events 

  Summer Luau 
 Earth Day Celebrations 
 4th of July Parade 
 LaCasa’s Beach Day at 

Newport Dunes 

LaCasa with the major support from 
it’s Chapters, Las Amigas and La Fa-
milia is well underway with money for 
programs and needs that will have a 
direct effect on the children. 
LaCasa has implemented a budget that 
will include: 
 Black History Month Celebrations 
 Super Bowl Party 
 Legends of Erin… a Holocaust sur-

vivor 
 Fourth of July Parade  
 Teen Beach Day  
 Halloween Dance and Party  
 Field Trips 
 Books for the children and the 

Library 
 Art Program for Appreciation 

and Expression 
 Expanding the Diaper Bag Pro-

gram for the very littlest 
through the Preschool Cottage and 
First Step 

 Animal Care 
 After School Incentives and So-

cials  
 And Special Cottage Funds   
Which allowed each cottage discre-
tionary funds to provide unique and 
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Special Thanks to: 
Don & Eileen Goodwin, Sons of the  

American Legion, Malarky’s, and the Elks 
For very generous Cash donations 



     And, I am excited about all the 
support we receive from the Chap-
ter Members and Friends with their 
in-kind donations such as Diaper 
Bags and Sewing Machines as well as 
cash donations.    Thank you to eve-
ryone.  You make it possible!  

From the President  
     My current focus is to continue 
working closely with the Orangewood 
Management and Staff to develop 
more positive events, activities and 
support for children residing at and 
passing through OCFC/First Step. 
   My goal is to increase membership, 
support La Familia and Las Amigas 
Chapters in their efforts to raise 
funds, which will in turn; support the 
events and activities for the children 
at OCFC. 

LA CASA 2012   

Introducing Mike Kubo… New Recreation Director 

LaCasa is an all-volunteer organization, funded 100% by donations, brought together to support abandoned, ne-
glected and abused children in Orange County. Founded in 1980 as an auxiliary to support the Albert  
Sitton Home, replaced by Orangewood Children's Home in August 1985 and in 2010 Orangewood changed their 
name once again to Orangewood Children and Family Center. LaCasa  continues to focus on and support aban-
doned, neglected and abused children in Orange County at the Orangewood Children and Family Center in 2012.   
 
LaCasa’s main objective is to enhance the environment of the children undergoing this difficult transition with 
memories of love and caring while providing positive activities to nurture and adventures to remember.  
 
LaCasa is committed to making special memories for the children while they are in residence at Orangewood. 
Through LaCasa's activities, Orangewood's children are able to forget their troubled past, if even for just a 
few hours. These activities also allow the children to enjoy the simple pleasures of being a child.   
 
Additionally, members of LaCasa’s Las Amigas and La Familia Chapters have been involved with the children of 
Orange County for over 50 years, supplying the necessary ‘fun’draising activities to help support these programs. 
 
In 2012, some of these special activities include focusing on the health and wellbeing of the children and teach-
ing them life lessons including  planting a Herb Garden with the children maintaining it as well as focusing on 
physical fitness.  With Food and Exercise as the focus, the children will become more focused on a healthy body 
for living and learning.    
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      Hi, My name is Mike Kubo and I have 
been here at OCFC for approximately 15 
years. My plans for my tenure as recrea-
tion director include a concentration on 
sports activities. Sports are very im-

portant because they help keep us fit, help relax us, and 
also build team work and cooperation. We have intro-
duced afterschool sports programs including basketball, 
volleyball, softball, and soccer. The summer ‘Fit Club’ has 
also added a consistent work out routine on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. The Fit Club stresses exer-
cise and nutrition. We just had a Luau with Intermediate 
Girls and Juniors. The children were excited to go swim-
ming, eat good food, listen to Hawaiian music, and adorn 

leis and other Hawaiian attire. Recently, we did an 
impromptu talent show with talents consisting of 
dancing, singing, guitar playing, and a boy who can do 
the Rubik’s Cube. I would also like to incorporate 
more art contests (we’ve done 2 so far), holiday 
dances, Super Bowl, and other parties.  Special 
Thanks to LaCasa for all your love and support! 

LA CASA Yesterday and Today   

 
“A man never stands 

as tall as when he 
stoops to help a 

child” 
— A. Lincoln 



Fighting Child Abuse 
When Orangewood Children’s Home/LaCasa was incorporated in 1984 it was the beginning a new day 

at Orangewood.  Through the benefits of volunteers and donations, LaCasa has been able to impact the lives of 
these children on an almost daily basis with exceptional educational and recreational activities.  Times have 
changed, but life for an abused child has not… with your continued support through LaCasa we have been able to 
meet these changing needs with Enthusiasm and Love. 
How Each Dollar is Spent 

LaCasa has a proven track record of making good use of the gifts entrusted to us.  One Hundred percent 
of every dollar is used to directly benefit the children.   
We Need YOUR Help! 

Without your donations and continued membership we are not able to continue the work that we so love to 
do…. And that these children so need and appreciate.  Please take a moment and consider us in your donation dol-
lars for this year.  And put a smile on a child’s face that might otherwise only remember the abuse and neglect 
that brought him to Orangewood in the first place. 
What do I need to do? 

Please complete the form on the back page and send it to LaCasa, PO Box 4425, Huntington Beach, CA, 
92605-4425. Make your check payable to LaCasa and remember all donations are tax deductible  

(tax id # 95-3681176).  
On behalf of the children… 
 Thank you for your continued support. 
     Sue Creager, Membership 

MacKenzie Writes: with appreciation to LaCasa 

On May 11th, 2012 William Lyon School was ex-
pecting a special treat. Laura Hillman: a survivor 
from the holocaust (January 30, 1933 – May 8, 
1946) was supposed to come share her story with 
us. In preparation of her visit the 8th, 9th, and 10th 
grader’s of William Lyon School on May 7th, 2012 
went to the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, 
California to learn more about what the holocaust 
was and still is today. While at the museum we 
learned why Hitler killed so many Jewish and non 
Jewish people. We also learned how the discrimina-
tion of a lot of people is still going on today. We also 
learned how we can stop these things from happen-
ing. Through learning about these things we were 
prepared for Mrs. Laura Hillman, our amazing guest 
speaker.  

While listening to Mrs. Laura Hillman we learned 
how hard her life was during the Holocaust and also 

Contact us 
E-mail:  och.lacasa@gmail.com 
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Getting Involved… 

how she made it through the difficult times by keep-
ing her faith in God, even when she  lost her mom, 
dad, and her two younger brothers to the miserable 
times of  different Holocaust camps. Her message 
was one of hope. She shared her belief that we can 
survive and have a better life no matter what hap-
pens to us. Mrs. Hillman signed our copies of her 
book I Will Plant You a Lilac Tree after she 

Laura Hillman, Holocaust Survivor 



Orangewood Children’s Home 
Auxiliary/LACASA 
P.O. Box 4425 
Huntington Beach, CA 92605
-4425 

* L a C a s a   C O N T R I B U T I O N  /  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M  
F�Single Membership  $30 F Dual Membership  $40 
F�Silver Membership  $100 F Gold Membership  $250 
F�Platinum Contribution  $500 F Corporate Contribution  $1000 
F Donation of $______   
  
Name:  
  
Street:    
  
City:   Zip:   
  
*E-Mail:    

(*Please be assured that your information will not be sold or shared.   
All information will be used for internal purposes only.) 
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